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maybe want to coach, but they can't necessarily play
and execute it on the field. That was me. But just kind
of in awe of her ability to really execute a game plan
and seek information out, and this year I think was big
for her to be able to bring others along, and she's
taking advantage of that opportunity for her team, and
she's found a way to lead her team in just way more
ways than just offensive execution or defensive
influence.

Washington - 1, UCLA - 0
HEATHER TARR: Kind of a surreal game for us in
terms of our pitching and our defense. I'm just really
proud of how we were able to stick together from last
night. Tough loss, not the way we wanted to play last
night, and to give -- kind of how we did in front of a
tough environment and a tough crowd, it kind of left a
bad taste in our mouth. But to wake up today, new day,
wait all day to play, Taran (Alvelo) brought her A game
today. It was big time. She was probably at her best,
just in terms of mentality, execution of her pitches,
getting back to where she needed to be when she
needed to be there, and Ali (Aguilar) knew her team
needed her to hit that home run, she absolutely knew
and she knew she needed to make a clear plan when
she went up to the plate to be able to execute when it
mattered. That was huge, too.
Morganne (Flores) is kind of a little unsung hero. She
was big for us in regionals, super regionals.
Offensively you guys saw the news and all that stuff,
but her being able to catch all those games and stay in
it and do what we need her to do in terms of the
battery with Taran is huge, and what a great
opportunity for this group to be able to get to tomorrow.
Q. You still have softball to play, obviously, but
what do you take away from your time with Ali
(Aguilar) as the only four-year senior that you
have?
HEATHER TARR: She's one of the best players that
we've ever had and we've had a lot of good ones, and I
think what sets her apart is who he is and the person
she is, her family, the values that she has and the
influence that she has had on our program in terms of
character and values. Academically, just an off-thecharts student. But just in terms of like a softball
player, she really understands the game of softball, and
there's some kids that maybe think like a coach or
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Q. Taran, you've been really good in this
tournament. Tonight you were on another level.
Did something change or what was your mindset
going into tonight?
TARAN ALVELO: Like Coach Tarr said, last night kind
of left a bad taste in our mouth, and I wasn't happy with
my performance. I felt like I let my team down last
night, so I did everything in my power to make sure that
that didn't happen and I had their backs just like they
had mine the whole time.
Q. Coach, when you played UCLA in the regular
season, a lot of scoring was happening. What was
the biggest difference? Do you think it was Taran
(Alvelo) and her pitches?
HEATHER TARR: Yes. We go back and review the
film. Of course once we knew who we were going to
play today, you almost can't even look at the film
because you have to see with the discount -- sorry, T,
but like she knows this, she was all over the place,
mechanically, mentally. We ended up coming close
and losing 9-8 in Game 2 and then we ended up
winning Game 3 12-7. That's not us, that's not our
game, and if we were going to be able to get to this
point, that's not how we were going to be able to play
the game. A lot of the growth that's happened within
our team, specifically with Taran just understanding
that she is the rock on the team. The team has really
made that clear, and she's embraced that opportunity
and that pressure, and it's been really cool to see that
growth.
Q. Heather, yesterday you said you guys needed to
be tougher. Do you feel like you accomplished that
today?
HEATHER TARR: Yeah, I think just in terms of just the
mentality of being here and owning it and taking
possession of the opportunity, we didn't do that
yesterday, and a tough team takes possession of every
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single opportunity, every single pitch and doesn't take a
pitch off, and they did that today for the most part. I
think offensively the game -- we had a lot of
opportunities. We had six lead-offs offensively that we
didn't execute for -- I mean, it took a solo home run to
get the one run. We didn't execute like we could have
offensively, but keep it in perspective, tip our cap to
Rachel Garcia. What a great season UCLA had, a lot
of growth for them, too, and just really proud of our
team for being able to come back from last night and
win a tough one today 1-0.

really take care of business tomorrow.

Q. Morganne, you kind of have a different
perspective than all of us when you actually catch
Taran (Alvelo); what were you seeing tonight, and
maybe this whole tournament?
MORGANNE FLORES: Yeah, I just think that Taran is
just 100 percent tough, and she has grit and 100
percent confidence, and that carries on to every single
one of us. She leads the team very well, and yeah, like
just 100 percent confidence every single game, I think,
in this tournament.
Q. Taran, in that fourth inning you started with five
balls and walked the lead-off and then Coach
Roberts came out and talked to you. What did you
guys talk to?
TARAN ALVELO: Basically he just said we need this
one, kind of -- like we say, one pitch at a time, but really
I have to emphasize that a little bit more because if I
focus on the fact that I just threw five pitches, the next
one is going to be a ball, as well. So he just kind of
came out here, he let me take a deep breath, and he's
like, we need this, bear down and do it. So that's what
I had to do.
Q. Ali, what was your plan for that last at-bat?
Were you processing the information from what
you had seen?
ALI AGUILAR: Yeah, I think every at-bat you kind of
gain more information, and obviously I've faced her a
lot of times, but I was just trying to stick to a plan, stick
to an approach. I knew Taran (Alvelo) had been
throwing lights out and she'd been going all game, and
so I went up to her, and I was like, I got your back, and
I was really just trying to get a base hit and get on base
for her, and ended up going out, so it worked well.
Q. Taran, you guys face Florida tomorrow. I know
it's one game at a time, but if called upon, can you
throw two?
TARAN ALVELO: I mean, take one pitch at a time.
We're going to have to do at this point what we have to
do. Everybody has to be all in. I believe in every
single person on this team to make tomorrow happen.
I think, yeah, I could, but I also know that the other
pitchers on our pitching staff are just as capable to
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