
 
MINUTES OF THE 

NATIONAL FASTPITCH COACHES ASSOCIATION 
DIVISION II HEAD COACHES COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
December 4, 2013         
 
Bill Gray, Division II representative called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.  
 
Present at the meeting were: 

Amy Yates – Limestone  
Bill Gray – Missouri Southern State 
Susan Cassidy-Lyke – Molloy 
Patti Gerckens – UC San Diego 
Mairin Dudek – American International 
Richie Bruister – Texas A&M Commerce 
Sue Kunkle – Southern Indiana 
Miles Mallette – Kentucky Wesleyan 
Gretta Melsted – Augustana (SD) 
Sheilah Gulas – Ashland 
Leslie Lopez – Shepherd College  
Susan Anderson – Central Missouri 
Dervin Taylor – Adams State 
Leslie Lopez – Shepherd 
Lisa Allen – Montana State – Billings 
Shena Hollar – Lenoir Rhyne 
 

  
I. Welcome – Mr. Gray welcomed the group and thanked them for attending the 

meeting.  The group then went around the room performing introductions.  

II. Amy Reis 
a. Mr. Gray told the group that Amy Reis of the NCAA would be in attendance at 

the Division II Caucus. He mentioned that he would be asking her who the 
other finalists for the DII Championship were besides Oklahoma City. 

III. Ball Compression 
a.  Ms. Cassidy-Lyke and Ms. Gerckens, NCAA Rules Committee members 

representing Division II, discussed their thoughts over having experimented 
with different balls during the past year.  They claimed to have not noticed 
much difference between what is normally used. The ongoing debate was over 
batted-ball speed with the ball, and the new ball might prevent more injuries. 

IV. Dee Abrahamson – Mr. Gray mentioned that Ms. Abrahamson would be appearing 
during the DII Caucus on Thursday. 

V. DII Softball Twitter/Facebook – Mr. Gray discussed the new @D2Softball Twitter and 
Facebook accounts that will be used to provide more specific publicity for that level of 
softball. 



VI. DII Leadoff – Mr. Gray discussed the fact that the Division II Leadoff would again 
happen in 2015. He cited that there were potential locations in Tucson, site of the 2013 
event, and perhaps in Dallas. 

VII. Involvement  -- Mr. Gray provided statistics that showed that Division II was the 
lowest represented group at the 2013 convention. He stated that more people needed to 
get involved in committees, convention, etc. He cited that there were 72 head coaches 
and 86 assistants at this year’s convention. 

a. Ms. Gerckens said that maybe some people needed a little bit of a push to get   
involved. 

b. Ms. Dudek said perhaps some specific e-mails to region coaches with available 
openings to try to let them know and get them involved.  

c. Mr. Gray cited that in order to understand things like the All-American process, 
people need to participate.  

d. Ms. Yates stated that she had been unsure that you didn’t need to be an older 
coach to participate, so letting younger coaches know they can be on 
committees somehow might help. 

e. Ms. Gulas discussed her thought that Top 25 committee members should be 
coaches who have access to RAC rankings (maybe one of the two 
representatives). Mr. Gray responded that he felt that there needed to be 
representatives from each region that were on and off the RAC. 

f. Mr. Gray discussed the NFCA’s Twitter account (@NFCAorg) and the NFCA 
Convention mobile web site. 

VIII. Future Convention Sites – Mr. Gray brought up discussion of future convention sites 
and what coaches wanted in future sites. He asked questions such as: has the NFCA 
outgrown certain sites? Is Las Vegas still desirable? He brought this subject up in the 
HCC to get people thinking about it for the DII Caucus on Thursday. Ms. Dudek 
brought up Boston, but Mr. Gray said the Board discussed that on Tuesday night, and 
no one could hold the event there because of the NFCA Convention size. He 
mentioned Chicago, Tampa, etc. He asked everyone to think of sites so he could bring 
it up to the Board at their meeting on Sunday. 

IX. Any Hot Topics – Mr. Gray asked the group if they had any hot topics to discuss. 
a. Mr. Gray stated that DI would likely be talking about raising scholarships (go 

to 14 or potentially even 16 and become a head-count sport), speeding up the 
game, moving season dates and talking about the recruiting calendar. 

b. He also talked about the NCSA and NFCA app as well as the national digital 
database trying to be done across the country. 

c. Ms. Gerckens cited that she didn’t think DII needed to participate in the festival 
and have to play potentially two games in one day. Ms. Melsted agreed with 
her thinking. The question was posed if it was even worth bringing up the issue 
to the NCAA. Ms. Cassidy-Lyke cited that as an AD herself, she knew that the 
festivals were considered a big deal, so it would be hard to kill DII involvement 
with them. Mr. Gray said he felt that the process to get that changed needed to 
go through the SAC. 

d. Mr. Gray asked for people to think of potential NFCA Hall of Fame candidates 
from Division II because he needed names of people to be nominated. 



X. Adjournment – The chair closed proceedings at 8:08 p.m. 
 

 


