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It took a little while for Central Methodist head coach 
Pat Reardon to convince players and parents that his 
NAIA school had just as much to offer as the big-time 
NCAA schools with which they were more familiar. 
But once he got the players, the success followed. 

Boy, did it follow.
Central Methodist has won four straight Heart of 

America Athletic Conference (HAAC) titles and five 
crowns in the last seven seasons. The Eagles have 
had seven straight seasons of 30 or more victories and 
Reardon’s coaching staff of father, Gene Reardon, and 
graduate assistants Kayla Yount, Jacqui Cappuccilli 
and Lyndsey Talbot earned the school’s third straight 
NFCA NAIA Midwest Region Coaching Staff of the 
Year honor this past spring.   

“I THINK (success has come) just through a lot of 
trial and error and getting some good kids in,” Reardon 
said. “In 2006-07, my dad retired and joined us (as 
hitting coach and recruiting coordinator). It has been 
great. The girls love him and see how hard he works. 
It’s nice going to the office every day saying you work 
with your dad.

“He likes to take credit for the turnaround,” Reardon 
joked, “(but) there has been a direct correlation. I can’t 
thank him enough for what he does for us.”

The Eagles won their first league crown under 
Reardon in 2008 and have been rolling ever since.

“Early on, we would play a good team and already 
be beaten before it started,” Reardon said. “It’s nice 
to be that team now.”

This past season, Central Methodist went 43-8 and 
won 32 of 34 games at one point. Reardon collected 
his 600th career win in a 5-2 triumph on May 2 over 
MidAmerica Nazarene. It was clear, though, that his 
personal milestone took a backseat to the timing and 
significance of the win for the team, which it earned 

in the HAAC tournament semifinals.
“I’m not a big numbers guy,” Reardon said. “Our 

SID kept track of that and had posters made. It shows 
I’ve been around for a long time (I guess).”

Where he does pay close attention to numbers is 
in the classroom, where the Eagles have rivaled their 
performance on the field.

“We’ve been NFCA Top 10 Academic for nine or 
10 years,” he said. “We were No. 1 a few years ago. 
(The players) know I’m serious when it comes to that 
component. Let’s get the best education you can (for 
when the softball ends).”

It’s that care for things beyond softball that has 

fueled Reardon’s success and made others want to get 
involved with the squad. He mentioned two people in 
particular, Ross Dowell and Steve Seibert, who have 
been helping him in an unpaid capacity for years. He 
said their support has been invaluable beyond the 
formal coaching staff.  

Reardon hopes when all is said and done, the players 
are able to say they had fun and are better for the 
experience.

“I want them to feel like they got an opportunity to 
compete, whether they were a starter or not,” he said. 
“Hopefully, it made their college experience better. 
Hopefully, they got some life lessons.”

Reardon Has Built NAIA Power In Midwest

Pat Reardon has surrounded himself with talented players at Central Methodist.  Photo courtesy of Central Methodist Athletics.

Longtime Central Methodist Head Coach Has Inspired Success On Field And In Classroom  
By DAVE HINES

Editor

IN THE PRESS BOX WITH PAT REARDON
1) How has the game changed in the time you’ve 

been coaching?
“The biggest thing is the sheer numbers of kids 

playing now. The equipment is better from when I 
started in 1993. There’s so much more with video and 
technology.”

2) What are some problems coaches now face 
that are different from when you started coaching?

“Recruiting is a big issue. Kids are signing younger. 

We don’t like doing it, but we have to do it to keep up.”
3) If you knew then what you know now, how 

would your coaching have been different?
“I’d get my dad to retire sooner to help me out 

(laughs). I would’ve tried to look at things beyond 
wins and losses. How I can do the things in the big 
picture.”

4) Is there a secret to success in coaching?
“I think support. I’ve had great support. I’ve had 

great assistant coaches, great administration. Coach-
ing is not the best profession for (a family life). We’re 
gone a lot for recruiting and games, but I’ve been 
married for 23 years (to wife Leslie) and have two 
children.”

5) What would your ideal season be like?
“The only next step is to win the national champi-

onship. To have my dad there, my daughter, who’s a 
senior. We’ve had success, but that would be (ideal).”
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