
Increasing Scholarships 



Division I Softball 
Through the Years 

•  Between 1995-96 and 2012-13, a span of 18 years, the number of 
Division I Softball programs increased by 86. A rate of  4.7 per year 

•  The average squad size increased by 2.4 players and is currently 
increasing at a rate of .13 per year 

YEAR DIV I SPONSORSHIP PERCENTAGE AVE SQUAD SIZE 

1995-1996 204 of 306 NCAA institutions 66.7 17.8 (3,631 athletes)  

2012-2013 290 of 346 NCAA Institutions 83.8 20.2 (5,856 athletes) 



Scholarship Numbers  
per Sport 2012-2013 

•  Between 2010-11 and 2012-13 because of increasing squad sizes, 
softball’s scholarship percentage has decreased by .9%.  At this 
continued rate, in 10 years the scholarship percentage will have dropped 
to 50.4% 

•  If softball increased to 13 scholarships our scholarship percentage would 
be 64% 

•  If softball increased to 14 scholarships our scholarship percentage would 
be 69% 

SPORT SCHOLARSHIPS AVERAGE SQUAD SIZE SCHOLARSHIP PERCENTAGE 

W Basketball 15 (Head Count) 14.5 103% 

W Volleyball 12 (Head Count) 15.3 78% 

W Soccer 14 (Equivalency) 27.2 51.5% 

Softball 12 (Equivalency) 20.2 59.4% 



Number of Starters 
Compared Across Sports 

•  Of the top four female Division I sports, softball ranks the lowest when 
comparing the number of scholarships per starter 

Sport Basketball Volleyball Soccer Softball 

Scholarship 
per Starter 3 1.71 1.27 1.2 



Pros 
•  More opportunities for women in sport 

•  Envision the big picture for collegiate softball - not our personal experiences.  
Ask what is best for the sport and work to shift our thinking from "Hold the top 
back to push the top forward"  

•  If a program is not already fully funded it could open up financial aid and allow 
us to package our current players better 

•  Roster size could stay the same, permitting us to improve our scholarships for 
current players 

•  With the increasing cost of college tuition some schools have been reassessing 
their academic merit aid.  We are simply asking the NCAA to do the same for 
equivalency sports scholarships as our players get hit the hardest by annual 
tuition hikes 



Cons 
•  Keep scholarship numbers the same so there is value in a 

scholarship 

•  Small schools won't see the increase 

•  May increase roster sizes which in turn could impact transfer rates 
leading to lower APR's 

•  Increasing scholarships will weaken the talent pool for mid-majors 
and smaller schools even more 


