
MEMORANDUM 

March 13, 2015 
 

TO:      NCAA Softball Head Coaches and Coordinators of Officials. 

FROM:   Dee Abrahamson, secretary-rules editor 
                NCAA Softball Rules Committee 
  
                Susan Cassidy-Lyke, chair 
                NCAA Softball Rules Committee. 

SUBJECT:   Rules Interpretations and Clarifications. 
 
 
Following the monthly NCAA Softball Rules Committee call, we would like to bring the following items to your immediate attention: 

1. Pitching Toes (Rule 3.9):  It has come to the committee’s attention that there are homemade products being fastened to 
pitchers’ shoes that comply with Rule 3.9 which allows for pitching toes of unspecified dimensions to be used as long as they 
are securely fastened.  While these products do technically meet the playing rule, the committee has unanimously voted to 
invoke its right to intercede in order to maintain the integrity of the game and to ensure a player’s performance is more a product 
of her individual skill than of her equipment as noted in the opening paragraph of Rule 3.  Therefore, products that are fastened 
to extend the toe of the shoe are to be deemed illegal if the entire surface of the attachment is not in contact with the existing 
surface of the shoe. 

2. Clarification regarding protests in the regular and post seasons (Rules 7.2.5 and 7.2.6):  The sequence of resolving a protest 
on site is to bring the opposing coaches and crew together and then: 

a. The protesting coach must identify the rule, either by content or rule number, which he/she believes was misapplied 
or the incorrect rule or effect that was applied; 

b. The opposing coach is given an opportunity to provide input on the issue;  

c. The crew privately attempts to resolve the issue and may use the rules book to arrive at a decision; 

d. The crew brings the coaches back together to explain the ruling with one final opportunity to use a rules book to 
determine the on-field resolution. 
 
In the early course of the season, it has become evident that the correct sequence for resolving a protest on site has 
not been clearly articulated.  The protesting coach must identify the issue without the use of the rules book. 
However, the rules book may be used at the end of the process in order to resolve the play in question. 
  

3. Clarification regarding pitchers taking pitching signals (Rules 10.2.1 and 10.2.2):  Pitchers are not precluded from taking 
any number of early signals from anyone other than the catcher or from then referring to an arm band to decipher the signal, but 
in all cases they must comply with the sequence listed in Rules 10.2.1 and 10.2.2.  That is, they must step onto the pitcher’ s 
plate with their hands separated and the ball held in the hand or glove.  While in this position, they must take or simulate taking 
a signal from the catcher.  The effect for not pausing to take this required signal from the catcher is an illegal pitch. 
 
It has been brought to the committee’s attention that many pitchers are receiving their signals from their dugouts while in the 
back of the pitcher ’s circle and then stepping on the pitcher’ s plate and immediately beginning their pitch.  While it is legal to 
receive the actual signal in this manner, the pitcher must then pause to receive a signal (authentic or not) FROM THE 
CATCHER with hands apart before beginning her pitch to comply with the rule. 



Finally, the committee wishes to remind you that the last NCAA Approved Softball Bat List is scheduled to be posted Monday, April 13 at 9 
a.m. Eastern time. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at scassidy@molloy.edu orabrahamson@niu.edu.  
 
 
DA/SC:ep 
 
cc:  NCAA Softball Rules Committee 
       Selected NCAA Staff Members 

   

 
   

	  


