
Minutes of the 
National Fastpitch Coaches Association 

Hall of Fame Committee meeting 
 
November 28 & 29, 2007    Las Vegas Hilton, Las Vegas, NV 
 
 
Wednesday, November 28 
 
The meeting was brought to order at 3:05 pm. Those present were Kris Herman, Chair 
(Williams College), Gayle Blevins (University of Iowa), Gary Bryce (Wayne State), Ruth 
Kmak (University of Chicago), Mike Bosch (Iowa Lakes Community College), Ernie 
Reynolds (Trevecca Nazarene University), Gina Oliver (Mt. San Jacinto CC). Present via 
telephone conference call were: Lou Bishop (T.C. Tremors) and Michael Teshkoyan 
(Caldwell, NJ, HS). 
 
Not in attendance: Kristina Ganeff (University of Notre Dame). 
 
 
1) Ruth Kmak made a report on video presentation for 2007 banquet and updated the 

committee on plans for special presentations/displays for 25th anniversary convention in 
2008.  Ruth has worked with executive director on possible ideas: 
a) Physical display at exhibitor show presenting all of the hall of famers.  Give some 

historical perspective to all attendees through looping powerpoint presentation, video, 
other display. 

b) Pictures of all hall of famers to be on display throughout the convention. 
c) The committee strongly recommends that the NFCA Hall of Fame have it’s “own” set 

of webpages with design/logos/look that distinguish it as an important piece of our 
organization, similar to the NFCC web presence. 

 
 
2) Kris Herman updated the committee on executive committee discussion regarding 

bringing forth a large class of inductees to the hall of fame at the 2008 convention.  
Rationale: 
a) Largest ever group of nominees with several outstanding candidates in all membership 

groups. 
b) “specialness” of anniversary year makes 2008 different anyway. 
c) Removal of coaching staffs of year honors to own event should free up time. 

 
Response of the executive committee was to be sure to preserve the exclusiveness of selection 
to the hall of fame.  The response was generally negative, but there was an allowance for the 
committee to come back with a suggestion of a larger class. 
 
      d)  The committee felt that this was an opportunity to “catch up” and get some deserving 
members inducted into the Hall of Fame as it was perhaps a fleeting opportunity with the 
significant and ever-increasing growth of fastpitch softball and the NFCA.  The committee 



thought that, in general, inducting a bigger class was a good idea in 2008, while keeping the 
exclusivity appropriate for a hall of fame. 
 
 
3) Selection criteria.  The committee discussed at its January conference call that we will 

need to adjust the overall process to allow selections to precede in a fair and consistent 
manner.  Discussion followed as to ways to streamline the process: 
a) Criteria/procedures questions: 

i) Shorten # years in pool?  --Committee determined that the current five year 
window as appropriate. 

ii) Waiting period before re-nomination? Committee thought that if the re-nomination 
was complete—not using old letters, etc.—that a waiting period was not necessary. 

iii) Minimum W/L criteria.  Committee determined that a hard % number would not 
be in the best interest of the process but also discussed that 60% winning was a 
good starting point for consideration. 

iv) Clarify criteria for NFCA service.  The committee had extensive discussion as to 
how members could better serve the NFCA, and not just in terms of hall of fame 
criteria. Some suggestions: 
(1) Consistent, ongoing “active membership”.  Nomination of players, voting on 

all-region, coaching staff of year and committee ballots. 
(2) Committee service 
(3) Writing for fastpitch delivery 
(4) Participation in leadoff classics where appropriate 
(5) Helping as needed at convention 

v.) Discussion ensued as to creation of more ways for coaches in general to help 
the organization.  More “jobs” at the convention for coaches to perform as a 
topic of discussion. 

 
4) Nomination format.   

a) The committee thought that nominators could be asked to do more in terms of getting 
details on form. 

b) Discussion of possible change in the path a nomination takes. Currently the committee 
chair is responsible for confirming all information contained in the nomination and to 
request information as needed to complete nomination packets. 
i) Change in protocol would have nominations sent to staff at NFCA for 

confirmation of “completeness” and to be certain service information matches with 
NFCA records, w/l information is correct, etc.  Staff would then forward all 
information to committee chairperson. 

 
5) Duties of committee. 

a) Discussion of the “awards” piece of the Awards and Hall of Fame Committee. 
i) Currently the Hall of Fame is the focus of this committee and is a large task. The 

committee discussed splitting into two committees, one for the hall of fame and 
one for other awards both within and outside the NFCA. 



ii) It was restated that it is crucial for all members to be in attendance at the 
convention as the major business is done there and face to face discussion is 
critical. 

iii) Committee members were reminded to encourage nominations  
iv) Discussion was had considering proposing splitting this committee into two new 

committees.  One would be concerned with the Hall of Fame and perform all of 
the duties that the current committee is actually doing; the other committee would 
be an Awards committee, or similarly named committee which would recommend 
internal service awards, other special NFCA awards and be responsible for 
promoting NFCA members for honors coming from other organizations such as 
Women’s Sports Foundation, NCAA, etc.  Potential proposal attached. 

 
6) Discussion of candidates.  As a committee member was in consideration for membership 

in the hall of fame, the committee asked Gary Bryce to leave the room as we discussed his 
candidacy.  Upon his return the committee reviewed all candidates. 
a) The committee knew the least, first-hand, about Gary Torgeson.  Discussion of his 

contribution was revisited, and pioneer category nominees in general discussed. 
b) It was discussed as to whether we should consider Sandy Fischer as a pioneer.  That 

thought was defeated. 
 

[Note: The meeting was recessed at 5:00pm until Thursday morning at 8:00 a.m.] 
 
Thursday November 29 
 
 
The meeting was brought to order at 8:00 am. All members were present as previously noted, 
including Kristina Ganeff and Michael Teshkoyan, except Lou Bishop. 
 

1) Short discussion on candidate and secret ballot vote by all committee members 
(chairperson does not vote). 

2) Voting showed a strong feeling for six candidates, in order: 
a. Donna Newberry 
b. Eugene Lenti 
c. Gary Bryce 
d. Sandy Fischer 
e. Jay Miller 
f. Gary Torgeson 

3) The entire committee offered deep thanks to outgoing members Gayle Blevins and 
Gary Bryce for their longstanding and outstanding service to the NFCA through this 
committee. 

 
4) Mr. Bryce suggested that Hall of Famers be honored with a ring, pendant or other 

memento as tangible notice of their hall of fame status.  
 

a. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 am. 


