
MINUTES OF THE  
NATIONAL FASTPITCH COACHES ASSOCIATION 

DIVERSITY COMMITTEE 
 
November 30, 2011          Palace 2, Las Vegas, NV 
  
The Meeting was brought to order at 1:30pm.  Those present were: 
 
Patty Clarke, Rutgers Newark – Chair 
Margie Acker, Kean University 
Lisa Costello, Towson University 
Kristen McGaughey, Bethany College 
Hannah Shalett, Ithaca College 
Kim Wilson, Rowan University 
 
1. Introductions.  Newly appointed members, Margie Acker and Lisa Costello, were introduced 

to the committee by chair Patty Clarke.   
 

2. Review of last year’s goals: 
 

a. Create a minority coaches group within the NFCA 
i. This goal was changed after further discussion by the committee to obtaining 

an NCAA minority coach scholarship that could be used to attend convention 
or an NFCC class.  Telma O’Neal Hall has drafted a proposal  

b. Start a youth clinic program to reach out to disadvantaged youth  
i. See Item #4 

c. Add a speaker to the 2011 NFCA convention agenda that will address topics of 
diversity. 

i. A list of possible speakers was created by McGaughey, Shallett, and Wilson 
and submitted to the NFCA Board.  It was determined that the Diversity 
speaker for the 2011 Convention would speak on Title IX given the upcoming 
40th anniversary of the legislation.  Thus the committee tabled the list of 
speakers to be considered at a later date for the 2012 NFCA Convention line-
up. 

ii. See Item #3 
 
3. Review of Diversity Committee survey.  The committee reviewed the results of the diversity 

survey that was sent to the NFCA membership this past year. The committee felt the best use 
of the results was to use the survey as a guide for speakers and topics for convention 
sessions.  The committee has agreed that a focus of the group in the early part of 2012 will be 
to generate a list of speakers for consideration.  Based on initial analysis of the survey one 
potential topic was: 

i. Hiring Practices and Trends in the Collegiate Community 
 

4. The committee discussed the challenges that prevented a free youth clinic being held in 
conjunction with the NFCA Recruiting Camp at Pennsbury.  Specifics were:  

i. Challenges with the date:  Many groups that were contacted to attend 
responded that their kids were not yet out of school 

ii. Challenges working with local facilities  
 
Clarke brought up the option of having a free clinic in conjunction with the NFCA 
Convention.  Executive Director Lacy Lee Baker, as an alternative, had mentioned this 



concept to her.  All committee members thought that this was a great alternative and that 
adding this event to the Convention agenda to take place on Sunday morning.  The group felt 
that many coaches do not fly out until later on Sunday afternoon and/or would be willing to 
arrange their departing flights to leave on Sunday afternoon to participate in the event.  The 
committee felt strongly that this would be an excellent way for the NFCA to give back to the 
community that had served as the host site for convention, and that perhaps vendors from the 
exhibitor show would be willing to donate equipment for the event.  Another idea was 
proposed that member schools could donate their unused equipment to the event that could 
be left with the participants as the NFCA has non-profit status, and all of the participants 
would be in 8th grade or younger to comply with NCAA rules. 
 
Shallett proposed that perhaps the committee could also promote this program by 
encouraging NFCA members to host free clinics/events on their campuses for disadvantaged 
use, and that this would further help to promote and expose young people to the game of 
fastpitch.  It was further discussed that this could easily be done through an area on the 
website, similar to how members currently promote their StirkeOut Cancer events. 
 
The committee brainstormed some names for this new program, and discussed the need for 
the committee to create directional content for the website to educate members, again similar 
to what is currently on the StrikeOut Cancer area of the website. 
 
It was determined that there would be additional discussion on the next conference call. 

 
5. Next Meeting.  The group determined that it would have a conference call in  
 late January for a follow-up. 
 
6. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 pm 


